
Legal Materials 
Use this guide if you want to cite and reference: 

• Acts of Parliament 
• Regulations 
• Bills 
• Cases  

 
The guidelines given here are based on a combination of APA style, which draws on the Harvard Law 
Review’s uniform system of citation for legal materials, and some general conventions for New 
Zealand as described in the following publication: 

McLay, G., Murrary, C., & Orpin, J. (2011). New Zealand law style guide (2nd ed.). Available from 

http://www.lawfoundation.org.nz/style-guide/index.html 

Legislation 
Acts, Bills and Regulations are presented in a similar style. Do not italicise the title of the legislation 
in the body of your work or in your reference list. The first citation of an Act, Bill or Regulation within 
your text should be in full.  For subsequent citations of the same item the date may be removed. 

Legal Materials Examples 

Act of Parliament 
In-text citation example 
The Companies Act 1993 prohibits . . .      OR        . . . (Companies Act 1993). 

 

Reference list example 
Companies Act 1993. Retrieved May 10, 2012, from 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1993/0105/latest/DLM319570.html  

 
The retrieval date is included as there may be changes in the legislation resulting from Amendments.  

Act of Parliament – sections 
If you are referring to a particular section of the Act, give the section number  ‘s 32’ or numbers ‘ss 
17-26’. 

In-text citation example 
The Fair Trading Act 1986 s 32 sets out       OR      According to the Fair Trading Act ss 17-26 the . . . 
 

Reference list example 
Fair Trading Act 1986. Retrieved May 24, 2012, from Brookers Online Statutes of New Zealand 

database. 

 

 



Books of legislation 
In-text citation example 

(Fair Trading Act 1986) 

If you have used an Act from a book that contains a compilation of legislation, give the name of the 
Act, the title of the book and the publication details. 

Reference list example 
Fair Trading Act 1986. Introduction to New Zealand commercial legislation. (2010). Auckland, New 

Zealand: CCH New Zealand. 

 

Bills 
When referring to a Bill in the main body of your text, give the official name of the Bill, including the 
year it was introduced and the Bill number. 

In –text citation example 
The Consumer Law Reform Bill 2010 (287) seeks to . . . 

If you are referring to a specific version of a Bill, include the version number. 

In –text citation example 
The Consumer Law Reform Bill 2010 (287-1) provides . . . 

If you are referring to specific clause, give the clause number (cl) or numbers (cls). 

In –text citation examples 
The Consumer Law Reform Bill 2010 (287-1) cl 7 . . . 

OR The Consumer Law Reform Bill 2010 (287-1) cls 9-10 allows for . . . 
OR Clause 12 of the Consumer Law Reform Bill 2010 (287-1) . . . 
 
In your reference list, give the official name of the Bill, including the year it was introduced and the 
Bill number. 

Reference list example 
Consumer Law Reform Bill 2010 (287-1) 

If you have used an electronic version of a Bill, include the name of the database or website you 
retrieved it from. 

Reference list examples 
Consumer Law Reform Bill 2010 (287-1).  Retrieved from Brookers Online Bills of New Zealand 

database. 

Consumer Law Reform Bill 2010 (287-1). Retrieved from http://www.legislation.govt.nz 
 
 



Regulations 
When citing regulations in your text use the title given in the “Title and commencement” section of 
the regulations. This reads, “These regulations may be cited as …” 

In-text citation examples 
Health & Safety in Employment Regulations 1995     OR     The Health & Safety in Employment 
Regulations 1995 . . . 
 
The specific sections of a regulation are known as regulations (regs). Give the regulation number 
(reg) or numbers (regs). These may be abbreviated to ‘r’ or ‘rr’. 

In-text citation examples 
             Health & Safety in Employment Regulations 1995 r 27 specifies … 
OR        Duties are clearly set out in the Health & Safety in Employment Regulations 1995, regs 54-58. 
OR        Regulation 13 of the Health & Safety in Employment Regulations 1995 ... 
 

Reference list examples 
Health & Safety in Employment Regulations 1995 

Health & Safety in Employment Regulations 1995. Retrieved May 10, 2009, from Brookers Online 

Regulations of New Zealand database. 

Health & Safety in Employment Regulations 1995. Retrieved May 10, 2009, from 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/regulation/public/1995/0167/latest/DLM202257.html 

 

Overseas legislation 
When citing legislation from other countries, give the jurisdiction in parentheses after the title if it is 
not clear from the context. 

In-text citation example 
Adoption and Children Act 2002 (UK) 

For federal jurisdictions (such as Australia, Canada, USA) identify the source of the legislation 
(federal, state or provincial). 

In-text citation example 
Children (Care and Protection) Act 1987 (NSW) 

OR Child Care Act 1972 (Cth) 

For particular conventions for specific countries the following guides are available:  

United States 
Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). (2010). Washington, DC: 
American Psychological Association. See Appendix 7.1: References to legal materials. 

Australia 
Australian guide to legal citation (3rd ed.). (2010). Available from 
http://mulr.law.unimelb.edu.au/files/aglcdl.pdf 



Cases 
In the reference list, list cases alphabetically by title. 

Reference list example 
Kerr v Accident Rehabilitation and Compensation Insurance Corporation, HC, Christchurch, AP7/01, 

18 June 2001. 

Matsuoka v LSG Sky Chefs New Zealand Ltd [2011] 9 NZELC 93,828 

Matsuoka v LSG Sky Chefs New Zealand Ltd [2011] 9 NZELC 93,828. Retrieved from CCH New Zealand 

Employment Law Cases database. 

 
In the text, the form for unreported cases is: 
 
Party Name v Party Name, court abbreviation, location, file no., date of judgement. 
 
In-text citation example 
Kerr v Accident Rehabilitation and Compensation Insurance Corporation, HC, Christchurch, AP7/01, 
18 June 2001. 
 
The court abbreviation and location are not required for the Supreme Court and Court of Appeal as 
these courts will be evident from the file number (eg. CA339/03) and they have only one location. 
 
In the text, the form for cases published in a report series is:  

Name v Name (Year of reporting) Volume No Report Series First page 

The name of the case should be italicised. 

In-text citation example 
Matsuoka v LSG Sky Chefs New Zealand Ltd (2011) 9 NZELC 93,828 

The year of reporting is given in square brackets for report series where the date is the primary 
means of locating the case (due to the volume numbers repeating each year), and in parentheses for 
series where the volume number is sufficient for locating the case (due to a consecutive sequence of 
volume numbers). The report series name should be abbreviated. 

To refer to a specific page, separate it from the beginning page with “at”. 

In-text citation example 
Matsuoka v LSG Sky Chefs New Zealand Ltd (2011) 9 NZELC 93,828 at 93,833 

Give the full reference when citing the case in your text for the first time. If you will be referring to it 
more than once, add an abbreviated title in parentheses after the formal title for use in subsequent 
citations. 

In-text citation example 
Matsuoka v LSG Sky Chefs New Zealand Ltd (2011) 9 NZELC 93,828 (Matsuoka case) 
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